Prairie View A&M University

Digital Commons @PVAMU
All Theses
5-1937

The Problem of Under-Ageness of Fourteen Prairie View College
Students
Arthur E. McMillan II
Prairie View State Normal and Industrial College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/pvamu-theses

Recommended Citation
McMillan, A. E. (1937). The Problem of Under-Ageness of Fourteen Prairie View College Students.
Retrieved from https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/pvamu-theses/62

This Undergraduate Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @PVAMU. It has been
accepted for inclusion in All Theses by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @PVAMU. For more
information, please contact hvkoshy@pvamu.edu.

THE PROBLEM OF UNDER-AGENESS OF
FOURTEEN PRAIRIE VIEW COLLEGE
STUDENTS

By
ARTHUR E. McMILLAN, ii

Prairie View State Normal and Industrial College
Prairie View, Texas
May, 1937

THE PROBLEM OP UNDER-AGENESS
OP FOURTEEN PRAIRIE VIEW COLLEGE STUDMTS

B7

Arthur E. McMillan, II

f K ^ W I E VIEW STATE COLLEGL
library

A Thesis in Education Submitted in Partial
Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of
Bachelor of Science
in the
Division of Arts and Sciences
of the
Prairie View State Normal and Industrial College
Prairie View, Texas
May, 1937
-*-:HK;--:KH^:--:khhkhhk:":H;^*SH«;--^

«#-:B:--jhhkhkkkc

- i -

D E D I C A T I O N

To
My Dear Mother
The Late Mrs. C. E. McMillan-Thompson

-ii-

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T

The writer takes this occasion to extend his
sincere thanks to Qr. G. L. Harrison, Head of the
Department of Education at Prairie View State
College, and Professor T. R. Griffith, Jeanes
Supervisor of Colored Schools in Waller County, for
their wise and timely suggestions which are widely
responsible for the success of this study.
Especial thanks are also extended to the
students of Prairie View who were subjects of the
writer1s study.
A. E. McM.
Prairie View State College
Prairie View, Texas
May, 1937

- iii

C O N T E N T S

CHAPTER

_

_

Dedication
Acknowledgment
Contents
I.

PAGE
i
il
iii

INTRODUCTION

1

II.

THE ACCELERATED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILD .

3

III.

THE ACCELERATED STUDENT IN HIGH SCHOOL ..

7

IV.
V.
VI.

THE ACCELERATED STUDENT IN COLLEGE

10

REMEDIAL MEASURES FOR THE ERADICATION OP
UNDER-AGENESS

14

CONCLUSION

20

Bibliography

22

CHAPTER I
I N T R O D U C T I 0 N

In this discourse the writer intends to present
the effects of under-ageness and acceleration on
fourteen Prairie View College students.

It is also

the purpose of the writer to show whether underageness is advantageous or disadvantageous to these
fourteen, Prairie View College students.
The writer, in securing his information, used
tjae personal investigation method. T'his method was
>
used because the writer felt that he could secure
mord reliable and confidential information from his
subjects.

All of his subjects were located on the

college campus which also made it convenient for
him to use the personal investigation method.
There have been many heated discussions as to
i what the normal age grade progress for a normal boy
or girl should be.
For the purpose of this study, six years of
age is regarded as the normal age for a first grade
pupil.

F0r each additional year spent in school,

the normal pupil is expected to complete an additional
grade.

Advancement at a more rapid rate than indi

cated is counted "accelerated" by the number of years
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the advancement deviates from standard set. Ad
vancement at a less rapid rate than that indicated
above is counted as "retarded" by the number of
years the lack of advancement deviates from the
standard set.
Arch 0. Heck has submitted an interesting
table which the writer uses as a guide in this steady.
The table follows?
Table I.- Normal age limits for entering grades IB
to 8A where semiannual promotions prevail.
GRADE Normal Age Limits For Entering Grade Normal
Age
IB
1A
2B
2A
3B
3A
4B
-4A
5B
5A
6B
6A
7B
7A.
8B
8A

5 Yrs• 9 mosi up to 6 yr3. 9 mosi
6 Yrs. 3 mos. up to 7 yrs. 3 mos.
6 Yrs. 9 mos. up to 7 yrs. 9 mos.
7 Yrs. 3 mosi up to 8 yrs. 3 mos•
7 Yrs. 9 mos. up to 8 yrs. 9 mos i
8 Yrs. 3 mo3. up to 9 yrs. 3 mosi
8 Yrs. 9 mosi up to 9 yrs.'9 mos.'
9 Yrs. 3 mosi up to 10 yrs. 3 mosi
9 Yrs.'9 mosi up to 10 yrs. 9 mos.
10 Yrs. 3mos. up to 11 yrs. 3 mos.
10 Yrs• 9 mos i up to 11 yrs. 9 mos•
11 Yrs• 3 mos. up to 12 yrs. 3 mos•
11 Yrs• 9 mos. up to 12 yrs. 9 mos•
12 Yrs• 3 mos. up to 13 yrsi 3 mos•
12 Yrs• 9 mos i up to 13 yrsi 9 mos•
13 Yrs• 3 mos. up to 14 yrs. 3 mos•

"hleck, Arch 0.

6 - 6l
6-| - 7
7 - 7-1
71-3
8 — 3o
81-9
9 - 9i
91 - 10

10 - 10-1

10l - 11
11 - 11-1

111 - 12
12 - 12!
12! - 13
13 - 13!
13! - 14

Administration of Pupil Personnel
Ginn and Co., N. Y., 1929, pp. 340
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CHAPTER II
THE ACCELERATED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILD

Of the fourteen students interviewed only one
did not want to attend school when a child.

These

students, as children, were accelerated because their
parents and guardians were teachers who had influence
with school officials and better learning facilities
for their children than did the parents of many of
the other children.

Some of the children entered

school early because they had no one to look after
them while at home, so their parents took them to
school with them.

Many parents sent their children

to school early because they felt that they were
capable of doing satisfactory work. In some case3
the children worried their parents about entering
school to the extent that the parents simply released
them.

These children who showed such an intense de

sire for entering were perhaps justified in being
admitted.
The average entrance age of the fourteen persons
studied was four and three-fourth, years.

The minimum

age was three while the maximum age was seven years.
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Local college instructors when interviewed by
the writer expressed the opinion that two procedures
should be used freely in the treatment of "acceleration"
1
and "rushing".
They believe that elementary or high
school courses should be enriched or the standard
length of time for completing the course shortened.
It is believed that one method would be as vital as
the other.

The idea of enrichment makes a great

appeal to many individuals.

To them, the idea of

rushing even bright pupils through the grades is -un
desirable.

It Is insisted that such pupils ought to

be given a broader and richer course in grades one
through six and should remain in these grades the
entire six years.
Frequently the following questions arise: should
a child be rushed in the school?

Should laws prohibit-

children entering school before they reach the age
of six?

Is it nece33ary to prohibit acceleration?

Does the under-age pupil present a problem?
On asking six elementary school teachers the
above questions all replied as follows: "a child should
not be rushed into school; there should be no statutory

"'"Advocated by Professors H. A. Bullock, L. C. Phillip,
Emma T. LeGendre and 0. J. Baker.
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laws to prohibit him from entering school at an early
age; it is not necessary to prohibit acceleration;
the -under-age pupil presents a problem"#

These teachers

are of the opinion that acceleration should be left
entirely with the efficient teacher and the parent
because a general law would not meet the necessities
of specific individuals who would be handicapped and
suppressed if made to limit themselves to only one
grade per year.
After asking twenty college instructors the
same questions 100 percent agreed that laws should
prohibit children from entering school below the age
of six#

Fifty percent of them were of the opinion

that the under-age student presented a problem.
Twenty percent of them felt that it v/as necessary to
prohibit acceleration and 100 percent of them felt
that the child should by no means be rushed into
school.

Quite a few of these instructors believe

that there should be a public institution provided
for the pre-school child so as to absorb some of the
ambitious children's "scholastic energy"" and to re
lieve the parents who are working of worry as to what
their children are doing.
Many of the college instructors felt that a
grade or more should be added to the elementary school
to take care particularly of the pre-school child.
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Twenty percent of these college i n s t r u c t o r s
s a i d t h a t laws t o p r o h i b i t a c c e l e r a t i o n should be
made or t h e t a s k should be put i n t h e hands of some
wise administrators#
I t was revealed t h a t t h e c o l l e g e i n s t r u c t o r s a s
w e l l a s the elementary school i n s t r u c t o r s agreed t h a t
the c h i l d should not be rushed i n t o s c h o o l , while
they disagreed on t h e s t a t u t o r y laws t o p r o h i b i t under
age admittance and t h e idea of p r o h i b i t i n g a c c e l e r a t i o n .
One hundred percent of t h e elementary t e a c h e r s s a i d
t h a t t h e under-age student presented a problem while
college instructors split fifty-fifty.

CHAPTER I I I
THE ACCELERATED STUDENT IN HIGH SCHOOL

Of t h e fourteen under-age s t u d e n t s interviewed,
p r a c t i c a l l y a l l of them were s o c i a l l y maladjusted.
In many cases t h e s t u d e n t s were p h y s i c a l l y i n f e r i o r .
This was e s p e c i a l l y t r u e with the boys because t h e y
a r e known t o indulge i n physical combats so a s t o
t e s t s t r e n g t h , a g i l i t y and endurance.

A very small

percentage of t h e s e students could t a k e p a r t I n t h e
v a r s i t y s p o r t s because of t h e i r youthfulness o r b e 
cause of physical Immaturity.

Some of them could

only indulge i n mental games and a c t i v i t i e s .
The under-age s t u d e n t s a d j u s t e d themselves
favorably i n most s u b j e c t s l i k e any normal-age s t u d e n t s .
In most cases they surpassed t h e normal-age s t u d e n t s
i n class-room work.

These under-age s t u d e n t s , when

asked t o account f o r t h e i r s u p e r i o r i t y I n the c l a s s 
room gave s e v e r a l r e a s o n s .

s ome

f e l t t h a t they were

exceptional and able t o grasp q u i c k e r .

Some f e l t

t h a t they were able t o grasp quicker because t h e y
d i d not have a s many a c t i v i t i e s t o concentrate on a s
the other students.

Others f e l t t h e y would b e c r i t i c i z e d

severely if they did not excel in their scholastic
endeavors.
It was revealed that these students interviewed
were not allowed to attend certain functions with
their classmates because of parental regulations.

One

may wonder just when or with what group these students
associated.

In many cases the older class-mates showed

extreme reluctancy In associating with these under-age
students.

Some of these under-age students confessed

that they felt superior to age-mates who were In
lower grades and they did not mingle freely with them.
Of those cases studied it was revealed in many
instances that these under-age individuals associated
with their class-mates who were of the same mentalage.

In some instances they socialized with persons

of their chronological age, while others associated
with persons older than themselves and more advanced
in grades.

Some of these under-age students were

criticized by many people because of jealousy.

The

writer would characterize these students a3 being
"non stable" or "marginal" because they had on the
one hand children their grade and "mental-age" and
on the other hand children their chronological age.

These "marginal" children were between two
pressing forces; the force of the teacher and the
force of the parent and neighborhood,

^he teacher

teaches the children one thing at school and the
parent teaches the children just the opposite at
home.

These children are the victims of one teaching

and the victims of another practice.
Almost 100 percent of the under-age students
revealed that their parents had complained about
them being "womanish" or "manish" or in other words,
their mental age exceeded their physical age.

It

was revealed that some accelerated children were
watched and criticized so severely by the neighbors
that they were afraid to grow freely and fully.
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CHAPTER IV
THE ACCELERATED STUDENT IN COLLEGE

The abrupt change of the "normal-age" high
school graduate from high school to college is a
tremendous one.

At this stage it is difficult for

a normal student to adjust himself, but when an
accelerated student approaches this stage, the difficulty
is considerably increased. The student has to use
his own judgement.

He is to stand on his "own feet"

as a college young man and cannot be "babied" any
longer•
In the class-room the college teacher does not
exercise the same patience as a high school teacher.
The teacher does not treat the individual according
to his or her chronological age but according to
classification.
About twenty-five percent of these persons studied
felt slightly inferior in some classes.

The majority

of them felt on "par" with the other students In class.
Two of these students had their homes on the college
campus and one or two others had been exposed to the
college atmosphere, therefore they adjusted themselves
satisfactorily.

- 11 -

The question was asked, with whom do these students
associate?

It was revealed that the majority associated

more intimately with class-mates than any other indivi
duals.

Many selected their "home boys and girls" as

their associates, and a few selected persons their
chronological age for associates.

It was also ascertained

that a small percentage selected persons their mental
age for chums regardless of classification, course of
study or home town.
These students were asked if they were large and
old enough to indulge in the sports and activities
they so desired.

In the majority of cases the students

were old and large enough to participate in the sports
and activities they wanted to. The writer will venture
to account for this.

Most of these individuals were

girls, and girls on a whole are not as active as boys,
and do not participate in as many strenous and muscular
activities as boys. Then again such individuals have
learned to rationalize and care not to participate in
things they cannot easily do because of age or size.
A few students were not old or large enough to
participate in the sports and activities they wanted
to. These persons claim they will always regret this
and blame their parents for "rushing" them through
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school and denying them of a well-rounded education.
The students were asked how their parents felt
about them taking part in the various activities. It
was discovered that fifty percent of the parents
or guardians protested or were indignant about their
children participating in sports and activities.
Fifty percent of the parents encouraged and sanctioned
their children's taking part in varsity sports and
activities. Some parents protested what they call
dangerous and 3trenous activities but encouraged other
activities.
when

asked if they attended the general socials,

the majority replied in the affirmitive.

A few of

the students admitted that they stayed away from the
socials because of "social inferiority". S0me stated
that they would have never attended had It not been
for the matrons or deans.
When asked what was the general attitude of the
student body toward them, seventy-one percent of the
accelerated students reported it favorable, and the
remaining twenty-nine percent unfavorable.

The

latter group stated they were babied and frequently
were not allowed to enter many conversations.

These

individuals felt quite out-of-place among the other
students•
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Many of these students have been around older
persons so long and their mental age is so far above
their physical age that it is extremely difficult
to detect the "under-age" student from the "normalage" student.

It is difficult b ecause the average

"under-aged" student has been criticized because of
certain characteristic traits so much that he hides as
many of these traits as possible.

It is observed

at the beginning of the school term that the student
body looks very young but in a few days the under-age
student has changed his or her entire dress to the
«
extent that he or she is not recognized as a "youngster"
or under-aged college boy or girl.
In view of these revelations, it is quite obvious
that some definite measures should be taken to solve
the problem.
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REMEDIAL MEASURES FOR THE ERADICATION
OF UNDER-AGENESS

In the previous chapters it has been revealed
that acceleration and under-ageness have been dis
advantageous to those fourteen college students.
Since underageness is a problem what remedial measures
must be taken?
It is the opinion of the writer that the eradi
cation of underage students could be accomplished
within a generation.

It would take at least fifteen

years for the present under-age element to complete
the elementary grades through the college.
The problem of under-ageness could be attacked
by various civic organizations. The Parent-Teachers
Association could insert this in its program as a
worthwhile project.

If the teachers would contact

the parents and hold meetings concerning and showing
the necessity for the eradication of under-ageness,
it would have a great influence on the solution of this
problem.

With the combined efforts of citizens who

are interested in the welfare of the children and the
P. T. A., this program of eradication could be promoted
and would prove successful.

- 15 If'the people of the municipalities would assert
themselves loudly enough, their representatives could
have city ordinances or laws drawn to remedy underageness.

If the city would see the dangers and the

disadvantages of under-ageness, they would make
provisions to take care of those dangers and disadvantages.
After the cities reacted to the problem the states
would also pay strict attention.

As state laws have

played a definite role in the eradication of overageness they can also play an important role in the
eradication of under-ageness.
The writer proposes that the state should make
provisions for age-grade progress; for exceptions in
age-grade progress; for enforcement of laws; penalties
for failure to enforce laws; age-grade progress defined;
require age-grade progress officers to act immediately;
provide who shall grant exemptions and other necessary
*

details.
It might be informational for the reader to know
that a study has been made on over-ageness, underageness and normal ageness of the Negro Rural High
School, as is illustrated in the following table:
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1

Table II. - Number and percent of Negro pupils under
age, of normal-age, and over-age in each grade, of the
Negro Rural High School.
UNDER-AGE

GRADE

8
9
10
11

DOTAL

NORMAL'-AGE

Number Per
cent
of
Total

: AND 2 YEARS
1
OVER AGE

OVER 2 YEARS
OVER AGE

Number per
Number per
cent
cent
of
of
Total
Total

Number per
cent
of
Total

T 0 T A L
Number Per
cent

50
37
28
24

2.14
2.92
4.46
8.14

365
321
205
95

15.64 1049
25.37 656
32.70 287
55.23
44

44.96
51.86
45.77
25.58

869
251
107
19

37.25
19.84
17.08
11.05

2333 100
1265 100
627 100
172 100

129

2.93

986

22.42 2036

46.31

1246

28.34

4397

This table illustrates the degrees of variation
of over-ageness, under-ageness and normal ageness.

It

can be seen that the percent of under-ageness is in
creasing as the grade advances.

Therefore, when it

reaches college it will probably be even higher.

This

increase in percent of under-ageness is probably due to the
decrease of that particular class enrollment as it ad
vances.
It is wondered just what the outcome of the suggested
remedial measures would be.

'I'hese measures would probably

result into a more even assortment of ages for certain
grades.

In many schools there are classes composed of

persons ranging in age from six to eighteen years.

"^Proceedings of the Fourth Educational Conference,
Prairie View State College, 1933.

100
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These remedial measures would have a great effect
on the child in school. He would be progressing at
such a rate that he could become "well-rounded".

By

well-rounded is meant he could develop physically
and socially as well as mentally. Educators contend
that the average under-age student excells only in
class work and other literary endeavors rather than
physical or even a well-balanced combination of the two
As a result of an inquiry of thirty under-age
college graduates, it was revealed that twenty-six of
them said they had felt the sting of finishing at an
early age. The majority blamed their parents and
spoke these parting words: "I{11 never let my children
make that error".

Many said that they assumed responsi

bilities too soon, while some said that they made a
"jump" from childhood to man-hood or woman-hood.

This

abrupt "jump" or change will cause the average man or
woman to lose his or her balance in life.
One great advantage

of

remedying under-ageness is

that an individual will not have to think one thing
to keep with his class-mates and do or act another way
to satisfy his

chronological

age, nor will he have to

think one thing at school and another at home.

1Interviews

with fifteen College Instructors.

The
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Individual who does have to do those things is un
stable and becomes a "marginal" person, says J. Stanley
bray, Assistant Professor of Psychology and Education
1
at the University of Pittsburg.
As a result of these remedial measures the school
would become older in personnel.

High school children

would conduct themselves as high school students
should and college students would cease conducting them
selves as high school children. Many schools' administrators
complained that the majority of girls having to drop
2
school because of pregnancy were under-aged girls.
Many
college administrators claim that the under-age element
gives more worry to the administration about going home
for visits than does any other group, but outside of
that they cause very little trouble.
Many schools and colleges have what some call
"baby" rules and regulations, "^hen this is remarked
it cannot be denied for it is true but when schools and
colleges draw up rules and regulations they have to
adjust them to fit their students.

It would be unwise

to levy regulations designed to govern a twenty year
old boy or girl for a fifteen year old boy or girl be-

^Heck, A. 0.

Administration of Pupil Personnel
Ginn and Co., N. Y.,1927,pi338

^Findings of Interview with Houston High School
Administrators•
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cause that allows too much "slack" in the rope.

Many

colleges and especially junior colleges have the social
atmosphere appearance of a high school because of the
under-aged student body.

Records were not available

but it is the writer's belief that in proportion to
the number of students enrolled in senior colleges and
junior colleges, the greater degree of under-age students
is found in the junior college.

On inquiring as to

this situation it was discovered that the parents thought
it best for the child to remain home and attend junior
college.
The normal age or the over-age boy or girl is handi
capped in an institution where the rules and regulation
are made or altered to fit, mainly, the college underage youth.

These other two groups of students do not

get the responsibility nor the experience of behaving
as his or her integrety would and should allow and when
they really have'to shoulder responsibilities, they are
n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h them, thus we s e e how a l l groups a r e
crippled because of one.
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CHAPTER VI
C O N C L U S I O N

The undesirable features of acceleration have
been pointed out in the previous chapter.

This

study has been confined to fourteen Prairie View
College students but the problem of under-ageness
is by no means confined to Prairie View - It is
universal.
Of the disadvantages of these fourteen under
age students the social disadvantage was most in
tense.

The majority of the junior and senior under

age students studied regret that they entered college
so young while the majority of the Freshmen and
Sophomores did not.
When the fourteen, college students were asked
what they considered an ideal college entrance age,
16.7 years was the average age given.

This shows

that the students themselves are aware of trie dis
advantage of under-ageness.

In conclusion it is the opinion of the writer
that there is a need to eradicate under-ageness and
this can be done successfully through those agencies
mentioned in Chapter V.

They are the I. T. A., '/el-

fare Organization, and Legislation.
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The regulation of the problem of under-ageness
would present all individuals an opportunity for a
well-rounded education#
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